
The next generations

On 11th July 1935, Bill married Mary Adeline
Ethel Cooper. They made Littlecourt,
Wratting Road their home until his death
on 23 July 1988, aged 79 years. They had
two children, Sally and Christopher.

Oswald Smart was born in 1900 and as a child lived at
Croft House, Chauntry Road. He died in September 1966.

During WW2 he served with the 1st Batt.
Cambs Regiment. En route to the Middle
East, they were diverted to Singapore
following the attack on Pearl Harbour. They
arrived 17 days before the British surrender
on 15th Feb, 1942. Like many other Haverhill
men, Bill was a Far East Prisoner of War for
3½ years.

CHAUNTRY MILLS –

EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES
Soon after the end of WW1 the next generation of
the family was ready to join the firm.
Oswald Smart and Daniel Robert Gurteen (Daniel
VI), were sent away for training. William Vinter
(Bill) Gurteen, son of Frank William, followed his
cousins into the firm after a period working in a
textile firm in the North of England. Following the
death of Daniel VI at the age of twenty-nine, the
firm passed to the descendants of Jabez and their
cousins, the Smart family.

By the end of 1920 there was a depression in trade
and the partners agreed that there would be no
salary increases, nonetheless they decided that
bonuses for Sunday work would continue as would
Christmas gift cheques. In addition the firm did not
deduct employees contributions for Nation
Insurance but covered the whole cost themselves.

William Vinter Gurteen (known as Bill) was
born on 20th September 1908, the eldest
child of Frank William Gurteen and Mabel
Winifred Gurteen formerly Vinter. In 1911 the
family were living at Riverside House,
Sturmer. Later the family moved to Frank’s
childhood home, The Coupals.

On 1 January 1971 the London
Gazette reported that William
Vinter GURTEEN, T.D.,
Chairman, D. Gurteen and
Sons Ltd. was awarded the
OBE for services to export.

William V Gurteen

1908 - 1988  

By 1924 there was a revival in business and again
the entire workforce was taken to the British
Empire Exhibition at Wembley, chartering trains
as they had in 1880. Over a thousand people
were included and the firm bore the cost of the
whole outing including meals. The local paper
reported that: during the day a large number of
the employees paid a visit to the firm’s stand in
the ‘Miscellaneous Textile Section ... where is
being displayed a splendid selection of the
Chauntry Mills productions, including drabbets,
haircloths, towels, mats,men’s gloves etc’.
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A respected magistrate, Bill was also a member of the Haverhill
Urban District Council at the time when it was instrumental in
shaping the progress of Haverhill’s Town Expansion. He died on
23rd July 1988 aged 79, just missing his 80th birthday.


